TOURNAMENT RULES

Lower North Island Secondary School Netball

Tournament Rules

1. Lower North Island Secondary Schools Netball Tournament is an event sanctioned by the NZSSSC.

2. The tournament is open to on entry from affiliated Lower North Island secondary schools with a female population.

3. Each team shall have at least one adult official approved by the school who will be responsible for team members, discipline, travel, and accommodation and all other matters relating to the welfare and well-being of the team members.  All teams/students participating in the LNISSN tournament must be under the direct control of a school and have a designated adult in charge accountable to the principal.  The designated adult must assume responsibility throughout the event.

4. At all times, players must reflect credit on the school they represent.  Players who deviate from the normal accepted standards of behaviour on or off the court may result in their immediate suspension.  In such case the principal of the school concerned will be notified.

5. An event sanctioned by the NZSSSC the tournament is Alcohol, Drug and SmokeFree.

Conditions of Entry

1. To be eligible to play at the tournament a student must:

a. Be enrolled as a bona fide student at the school of representation for at least four weeks prior to the event and studying at least 80% of a programme, which is part of the timetable provided by the school.

b. Dispensation for those who transfer within four weeks of the competition is at the discretion of the management committee.

c. Have a satisfactory record at the school.  The final decision will be at the principal’s discretion.

d. The student must be under 19 years of age at the first of January in the year of the competition.  Birth dates of each player must be included on the team entry form.  Schools must authenticate students’ birth dates.  The management committee may require validation of a birth date by birth certificate or passport.

2. Teams should indicate on their entry form their preferred grade and the management committee will take this into consideration and consult with affected schools on changes.

3. For selection processes numbers must be written on both legs and 
correspond to the order of numbers on the entry form.

4. Tournament entry forms must be completed and returned to the tournament secretary by the due date, with entry fee.

5. Teams that withdraw within four weeks of the tournament commencing forfeit all entry fees.  They will be required to pay any additional costs incurred by the organising or management committees related to the withdrawal or non-attendance of the team.

6. Teams who withdraw after entry but prior to four weeks of the tournament commencing will be dealt with at the discretion of the management committee.

7. In the event a team withdraws late of insufficient teams have entered (or want to change) into any grade to make a workable draw the management committee shall have the option of creating an invitation team from local school players.  

Game Time:

4 x 10 minutes (2 minutes ¼ breaks/3 minutes ½ time)

· Injury time: one 2min injury time for each team in each quarter thereafter up to 30sec to remove player from the court.  The player must leave the court – either can be replaced or the position left vacant.
·  NO COACHING DURING THE INJURY BREAK.
· BLOOD – if blood is called by the umpire, then it is deemed as umpire’s time not as an injury
Points:

Win = 4 points


Draw = 2 points


Loss of 3 goals or less = 1 point


Loss of more than 3 goals = 0

Section Placings:
In the event of a tie, section placings shall be determined by goal differential formula.


Formula to be used:

· Total goals for divided by total goals against.

In the event of a tie in all games except those played on the final day:

· Section placings shall be determined by goal differential formula

Formula to be used = total goals for divided by total goals against.


In the event of a tie on the final day:

· Teams must continue to play in order to decide their final play-off placings.  These games will follow the LNISSN tournament tiebreak rule and play until one team has a two goal lead.

Team Responsibilities:

1. Teams are responsible for all costs related to the attendance and performance of their team and players at the LNISSN tournament.

2. It is the manager’s responsibility to ensure that the team has a first aid kit and is conversant with the tournament rules and is ready to play on time and that all players receive proper medical attention in cases of injury and sickness.
3. It is recommended that team officials keep a running score to be referred to in case of a dispute.

Tournament Play:

The management committee have the discretion to make minor alterations to the draw, as appropriate to prevent teams who meet regularly during season play from being placed in the same section.
32 teams is the maximum number in any grade, with four teams per section for round one.  In the event that there are not enough entries into the ‘B’ grade to fulfil the 32 places, the management committee has the discretion to create a workable draw.

There may be a ‘C’ grade dependant upon the number of entries.  Participation in the ‘C’ grade is at the discretion of the management committee.  The draw for this grade will aim to provide the teams entering with the maximum number of games possible give the courts and time available.

Umpires:

1. All umpires will be holders of a regional qualification if possible.

2. Current New Zealand umpires will control all quarter-finals, semi-finals and finals, if available.

3. Games will be dual controlled.

4. Student umpires of appropriate qualification may control games at the tournament provided the committee is informed that he/she is a student.

Protest:

1. Any protest arising from a game must be lodged with the appeals committee within one hour of the end of the game.

2. Protest must be accompanied by a fee of $25 which is refundable if the protest is upheld.

3. The protest committee will hear and decide upon a protest as soon as possible.

Meetings:

1. The Annual General Meeting of the LNISSN Tournament will be held during the tournament.

2. Each school shall nominated one delegate on arrival.  Only this delegate will be eligible to vote on behalf of the school.

FAIRPLAY PROMISE

Players:

Good sport is all about positive attitude.  Play your part – play fair.

To be the best of my ability I will:

· Play by the rules

· Never argue with an official

· Work hard to do my best at all times

· Be a good sport and recognise good play by all involved

· Remember to thank my coach and manager, the officials, the opposition and supporters

· Help others in my team when I can

· Give it heaps and not get ugly

Umpires:

You can set the right tone and help make the game a success.  

To the best of my ability I will:

· Control the game in a fair and positive manner

· Be consistent and fair in my decisions

· Do what I can to make sure everyone enjoys the games… including myself

· Encourage FairPlay and not tolerate foul play of any kind

· Always be firm and friendly 

· Give it heaps and not get ugly

Coaches:

As a coach you set the standard.

To be the best of my ability I will:

· Lead by example on and off the courts

· Never argue with the officials, encourage cheating or making excuses for losing

· Keep winning and losing in perspective and promote the enjoyment of the game

· Encourage and respect for the opposition and the officials

· Respect my players’ efforts and regardless of whether we win or lose

· Give it heaps and not get ugly
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